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 Got 'Sahitya Academy Award' in 1982 & 'Padam Shree' in 1988. 

 Born in Bombay (Mumbai) on 24 Feb., 1924 to a Jewish family, got 

education at Wilson College, Bombay, went to Birbeck College, London for 

higher studies. 

 He taught American literature at Bombay University. 

 He was not only a poet but playwright, Critic, Broadcaster and social 

commentator. 

 His work was being published in India and in other foreign journals, like, 

'London' Magazine and 'Spectator', 'Encounter', Illustrated weekly of India'. 

 Nissim Ezekiel was a visiting professor to many foreign universities. 

 He was editor to 'Quest', Imprint', 'Poetry India'. He was also art critic to TOI, 

and many other newspapers and magazines. 

 

Influences: Eliot, Pound, Rilke, Yeats, Auden. 

His works include: 

 'A Time to Change', 1952. 

 'Sixty Poems', 1953. 

 'The Third', 1959. 

 'The Unfinished Man', 1960. 

 'The Exact Name', 1963. 

 'Hymns in Darkness', 1976. 

 'Edinburgh Interlude Lightly', 1983. 

 According to critics Nissim Ezekiel explores in his poetry the mysteries of 

human heart beyond mere meaning and understanding. 

 Kaki N. Daruwala, a modern Indian contemporary critic opines about Nissim, 

"Ezekiel was the first India poet to express a modern Indian sensibility in 

modern idiom". 



 In 'Night of Scorpion' where the prevalent superstitions of India is depicted 

by him apart from his own clear 'outsider' point of view was reverberated in 

'Background Casually' where he puts forward his case. 

 Being a Jew Nissin Ezekiel on record saying "....my background makes me a 

natural outsider". 

 After the creation of state of Israel in 1948 out of Palestine Jews from all over 

the world migrated to Israel, but he refused to go there and remained lived in 

India till his death. All his family members had migrated to Israel, and he was 

found dead, alone in his Bombay Flat, many days later with flies and insects 

in the year 2004. 

 

Style and Themes: 

 Nissim Ezekiel's poetry is modern and contemporary in spite of that he has 

no broken with tradition, like Eilot. 

 He writes in both traditional verse-form and free-verse. 

 The central themes of his poetry are love, contemporary India, metropolitan 

and urban life. 

 Apart from that his poetry reveals his abiding involvement in spiritual values. 

 One can find in his poetry simplicity clarity, coherence, lucidity and harmony 

in art and literature. 
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